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FOX,  BLAKE,  and  WELLS 


In  April  I drove  home  early  one  morning  in  a 
dark  rain  from  a benefit  dinner  in  Riverside  Coun- 
ty for  Indians  on  the  Longest  Walk.  I peered  into 
the  darkness  and  felt  weary,  hot  air  from  the  heat- 
er warming  my  feet  and  cold  air  from  the  windows 
keeping  my  eyes  open.  Suddenly  white  signs  ap- 
peared, arranged  like  the  old  Burma  Shave  ads, 
stating  boldly:  “HEY  LOOK/  IT’S  OPEN / 

THANX  FOR  WAITING/  LUV  YA.”  There  was 
no  sign-off  ending  like  “BURMA  SHAVE,”  and  in 
my  driving  stupor  it  took  me  a few  moments  to  fig- 
ure out  this  must  be  a message  from  a construction 
crew  celebrating  a new  section  of  Highway  15.  Ra- 
ther I had  felt  stunned,  finding  the  signs  an  answer 
to  some  questions  about  trusting  process  and  wait- 
ing for  the  feel  of  intuitive  flow,  a humorous,  per- 
sonal message  which  could  easily  be  signed,  GOD. 

I suppose  most  of  the  truckers  on  the  road  with 
me  that  night  whizzed  by  those  signs  and  chuckled 
over  their  thermos  cup  coffee  and  remembered 
them  to  tell  others  about  at  breakfast  without 
needing  any  symbolic  overlay  to  enjoy  the  joke. 

I don’t  know  when  I first  realized  that  I almost 
always  read  things  differently  from  others,  but  it 
did  not  take  me  long  in  college  to  figure  out  that 
while  my  classmates  could  readily  glean  factual  in- 
formation from  books  that  I couldn’t  understand 
two  sentences  in,  I was  easily  explicating  some  of 
the  poems  that  were  frustrating  them.  These  dif- 
ferences in  vision  have  ramifications.  Only  this 
year  did  I learn  how  electricity  works,  for  example, 
and  while  the  rest  of  the  country  fell  in  love  with 
Woody  Allen’s  Annie  Hall,  I sat  through  repeated 
showings  of  Dylan’s  Renaldo  and  Clara.  I am  say- 
ing this  because  I am  a little  nervous  about  how 
, this  article  will  be  read.  Will  most  of  you  please 
twist  the  page  and  read  it  slightly  askew?  Poets, 
visionaries,  and  mystics,  of  course,  will  read  it 
straight.  But  why  am  I worrying?  I’m  going  to  be 
quoting  George  Fox,  after  all.  And  the  Quakers  do 
respect  him. 

“But  do  they  read  him?”  a little  voice  asks.  May- 
be. Maybe  George  Fox  is  like  electricity,  and  every- 
body else  knows  all  about  it,  but  some  of  this  has 
been  a revelation  to  me. 

The  last  time  I read  Fox  was  five  years  ago  when 
I first  became  a Quaker  attender  because  the  man 
I was  dating  was  going  to  Meeting,  and  he  simply 


handed  me  the  Journal  to  answer  my  questions  as 
to  what  it  was  all  about.  It  was  a tough  slog,  but  I 
read  it  clear  through,  and  I’ve  had  no  desire  to  drag 
it  out  again  until  now  when  Bob  Schutz  has  request- 
ed my  thought  about  what  is  our  Good  News?  Do 
we  even  have  any?  Why  are  we  so  reluctant  to  share 
it  with  a waiting  world  ? And  so  on. 

Isn’t  there  something  in  Fox?  I wondered  vaguely. 
Isn’t  there  that  line  about  his  heart  leaped  for  joy, 
something  about  the  one,  even  Jesus  Christ  who 
could  speak  to  the  condition  of  every  man  and  every 
woman?  I mean  the  Good  News  is  like  the  message 
on  my  signs,  that  there  is  an  open,  direct  connection 
we  all  have  to  God,  and  George  Fox  would  explain 
that  this  is  possible  because  of  the  Light  of  Christ. 
Jesus?  Well,  you  know,  the  first  man  to  confront 
all  his  fears  and  release  them  and  fully  live  in  the 
Love  of  God,  the  Great  Teacher  showing  us  the 
Way.  He  didn’t  mean  for  us  to  feel  guilty  about 
His  death.  I think  He  meant  us  to  believe  in  the 
miracle  of  the  Resurrection.  In  fact,  He  is  still  liv- 
ing. Eternal  life  is  eternal  life,  not  eternal  etheric 
mistiness.  He’s  probably  living  in  a body  (after  all, 
the  Bible  says  He  ascended  in  one,  visible  to  the 
spectators),  which  is  sometimes  hard  for  me  to 
grasp.  It’s  easier  for  me  when  Bob  Dylan  just  says, 

“I  have  nothing  to  lose  but  darkness.”  That’s  the 
Good  News,  that  all  our  darkness  can  be  dispelled 
(unspelled,  error  words  revoked,  curses  undone,  all 
forgiven,  in  favor  of  the  right  spell,  the  right  chant, 
the  right  Word  that  brings  only  blessing),  that  Love  • 
fulfills  the  Law.  Read  up  in  Deuteronomy  if  you’ve 
forgotten  the  promises  God  made  to  Jews  who  kept 
the  Law.  The  language  is  outrageous  (lavish  abun- 
dance, land,  flocks,  fruits,  grains),  and  the  request 
is  simple:  Be  true  to  Me.  Simple,  not  easy.  The 
Jews  found  it  hard,  and  so  do  we.  Jesus  tried  to 
rephrase  it,  “The  Way  to  the  Father  is  through  Me,” 
but  we  still  have  a hard  time  with  that  word,  “Me,” 
for  we  have  our  own  ideas  about  who  that  is.  But 
Jesus  emphasized  He  did  not  come  to  throw  away 
the  Law.  Do  we  think  God  doesn’t  keep  His  word? 
That  the  Word  has  changed  or  is  out  of  date?  Or  do 
we  think  about  the  Old  Testament  at  all? 

George  Fox  surely  did.  Today  in  the  library  at 
school  I went  to  look  up  his  Journal  for  the  exact 
quotation  and  instead  was  attracted  by  a title  on 
microform:  Gospel  Family-Order,  being  a Short 
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Authors’  Tea 

The  Friend  in  the  Orient  Committee  of  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting  is  sponsoring  an  Authors’  Tea  on 
an  afternoon  during  Yearly  Meeting  Sessions  at 
Whittier  College.  Although  primarily  to  introduce 
Margaret  Simkin  and  her  new  book  Letters 
From  Szechwan  it  is  hoped  that  all  Quaker 
authors  in  attendance  will  bring  copies  of  their 
books  for  display,  and  possible  sale.  (All  sales  will 
be  handled  through  the  AFSC  Book  Store, 
Pasadena.) 

Writers  who  would  like  to  take  part  in  this  occa- 
sion are  asked  to  contact  Floyd  Schmoe,  12016 
87  Ave.  N.E.,  Kirkland,  Wn.  98033 

Greetings  and  best  wishes, 

Floyd  Schmoe,  Clerk 
PYM  Publications  Comm. 

A Question  and  an  Answer 

Q:  Why  do  the  Quakers  no  longer  quake? 

A:  The  power  is  in  the  Christ.  If  we  are  not  in 

the  power  of  the  Christ,  then  we  are  not  in 
the  power. 

Mark  Shepard 
San  Francisco  Meeting 


Ecumenism 

Ecumenism  is  a most  difficult  subject,  tied  up  as 
it  is  with  Belief.  To  some  Friends,  it  means  evan- 
gelism; to  others  it  means  being  so  accepting  of 
others’  beliefs  that  the  efforts  of  missionaries  may 
be  viewed  as  sin. 

Going  back  to  our  roots,  we  can  see  that  Fox  was 
loud  and  clear  of  voice,  a charismatic  leader,  and 
possessed  of  passionate  conviction.  He  and  some 
of  his  immediate  Friends  were  almost  irresistible. 
We  who  see  the  good  in  other  peoples’  strivings 
and  beliefs  (we  are  fond  of  quoting  Woolman  and 
Gandhi  to  this  point)  find  it  hard  to  muster  the 
passionate  conviction  toward  conversion  that  we 
take  to  belong  to  Fox,  although  we  may  pick  up 
some  of  his  fervor  by  going  back  to  read  his  Journal 
and  advices.  Actually,  Fox  spent  more  effort  cor- 
recting the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  of  his  day  than  he 
put  toward  the  heathen.  He  didn’t  condemn  minis- 
try, only  hireling  ministry,  which  makes  sheep  out 
of  Friends. 

Nowadays  we  cannot  be  forgiven  for  ignorance 
of  the  effects  of  missionaries  in  destroying  cultures, 
roots,  seizing  and  raping  women  and  lands,  prepar- 
ing the  way  and  brainwashing  minds  for  the  inva- 
sion and  takeover  of  primitive  but  “good”  systems 
of  civilization  and  belief  by  western  values,  mater- 
ialism and  war. 

So  we  weigh  these  bads  against  the  “superiority” 
of  our  beliefs.  Our  need  for  belief  is  so  great  that 
we  are  urged  on  every  hand,  and  often  by  our 
young  people,  to  go  back  to  the  Bible,  to  join  the 
Moonies,  to  quake  for  Jesus.  Our  elders  partake  of 
the  same  idolatries,  organizing  Quaker  Conferences 
on  Theology! 

It  seems  to  me  that  if  Quakerism  has  anything 
to  offer  in  this  melange,  it  is  the  insight  also  attri- 
butable to  Fox  (and  to  Jesus)  that  we  can  be  open. 
We  can  withhold  belief  where  we  don’t  know  (al- 
most everywhere),  we  can  always  seek  the  Truth, 
which  will  be  different  tomorrow  than  it  was  yes- 
terday, we  may  not  engage  in  idolatrous  worship 
of  the  words  or  the  persons  of  Fox,  Jesus,  present- 
day  gurus,  or  the  Elders  of  Balby. 

RS 

Theology  Workshop 

All  those  who  plan  to  register  for  the  Theology 
Workshop  (Aug.  3-6)  and  Yearly  Meeting  (Aug. 
7-12),  both  in  Whittier,  are  asked  to  mail  their 
registrations  early  in  order  to  facilitate  room 
assignments. 

Gretchen  Rudnick,  Registrar 
Theology  Workshop 

405  Vincente  Way,  La  Jolla,  CA  92037 
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Letter 


Whittier  Is  HOT 


Dear  PYM  Children, 

This  letter  is  to  you,  your  friends,  and  especially 
your  parents.  It  is  an  invitation  to  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting. 

We  hope  lots  of  you  will  come,  and  we  want  to 
let  you  know  what  will  happen.  PYM  is  a chance 
for  kids  as  well  as  grown-ups  to  get  to  know  each 
other,  and  for  kids  to  know  grown-ups  and  grown- 
ups to  know  kids.  It’s  a real  mixed  up  meeting. 
People  coipe  from  all  over  — from  as  far  away  as 
Mexico,  Hawaii,  and  even  farther.  This  year,  the 
big  meeting  place  is  Whittier.  (And  it  will  be  Hot  - 
bring  a bathing  suit!)  PYM  is  all  week  long  from 
August  6 to  August  12. 

For  some  people  it’s  like  a vacation,  though  for 
everyone  it’s  a lot  of  work,  too.  It’s  fun  making  a 
“community”  spring  up  overnight  (a  little  like  a 
circus,  some  say)  and  it’s  work  to  make  it  all  run 
right.  Kids  find  a whole  community  to  explore  — 
new  faces,  new  games,  new  possibilities.  As  in  years 
past,  there’ll  be  the  old  stuff,  too:  capture-the-flag, 
music  playing  and  singing,  crafts,  puppet  shows, 
storytelling,  short  and  tall.  There’ll  be  fieldtrips 
to  nearby  parks  and  spots  of  interest.  Most  of  all, 
there  will  be  the  things  we  make  up,  invent  on  our 
spot,  just  like  Quaker  Meeting,  only  noisier.  There’ll 
still  be  quiet  times,  though,  and  this  meeting  will  be 
longer.  The  actual,  supervised  “Children’s  Program” 
begins  Monday,  August  7,  and  will  be  “in  session” 
each  morning  from  8:15  to  noon.  New  this  year 
will  be  an  additional  session  on  Sunday,  August  6, 
at  1 :00  p.m.  for  the  children  of  families  who  come 
early  to  get  the  business  of  PYM  started. 

Other  changes  this  year  include  a nursery  program 
for  two-  to  five-year-olds.  We  have  the  wonderful 
facility  of  Broadoaks  School,  located  on  Whittier’s 
campus,  which  is  one  of  the  model  pre-school  sites 
in  California.  Infants  will  be  cared  for  in  a separate 
area.  We  will  need  many  volunteers  for  that  group  — 
Grandpas,  Grandmas,  Big  Brothers  and  Sisters  — to 
take  care  of  what  seems  like  a baby  boom.  Proba- 
bly a most  popular  addition  this  PYM  will  be  “nu- 
trition time,  ” which  will  mean  preparing  and  eat- 
ing (and  cleaning  up)  our  own  snack  each  day, 
choosing  foods  fresh  and  seasonal. 

There  will  be  supervised,  but  not  group  organized 
activities  each  afternoon.  This  will  not  be  a baby- 
sitting service.  Babysitting  will  be  organized  inde- 
pendent of  the  children’s  program.  Volunteers  will 
be  needed  especially  in  the  afternoons  to  teach  sew- 
ing, face  painting,  woodworking,  constructive  fool- 


ing-around of  all  kinds.  This  is  your  chance  to  do 
your  thing. 

In  the  evenings  from  7:30  to  9:30  there  will  be 
films,  singing,  storytelling,  and  other  low-keyed 
entertainment.  Camping  children  will  have  a “quiet- 
room”  to  bed  down  in,  if  their  parents  can’t  pick 
them  up  by  9:30.  This  “quiet  room”  will  be  open 
other  times  during  the  day.  It  will  have  a kids’  li- 
brary and  materials  for  woolgathering,  lots  of  space 
for  dreaming  and  centering  down.  We  hope  children, 
teens,  and  adults  of  all  ages  will  make  use  of  this 
space  alone  and  together. 

The  emphasis  in  the  children’s  program  1978  will 
be  on  community.  This  letter  is  step  two  in  our 
plan,  which  began  in  March  with  step  one,  our  first 
meeting  in  Whittier.  At  that  meeting  all  the  PYM 
arrangements  committee  invented  “the  Plan”  with- 
out even  knowing  it.  We  began  to  prepare,  to  com- 
municate, and  to  act  together. 

At  PYM  we  will  be  learning  more  about  ways  to 
become  a community  by  preparing  beforehand, 
communicating  all  along  the  way,  and  acting  respon- 
sively and  responsibly.  Your  first  step  is  to  register 
early,  let  us  know  what  you  need  and  want,  and 
volunteer  to  help  out  a few  hours.  We  will  be  con- 
tacting you  as  soon  as  we  know  you’re  coming.  The 
most  important  ingredient  in  community  is  US. 

The  children’s  program  is  the  nitty-gritty  place  to 
commit  ourselves  to  what  we  talk  about.  Freedom 
and  that  good  old-fashioned  Quaker  idea,  “disci- 
pline,” go  together.  Both  are  essential  for  our  So- 
ciety of  Friends  (and  for  any  society)  to  live.  They 
are  also  necessary  for  creativity  and,  consequently, 
education  (the  reinvention  of  knowledge.)  There- 
fore, the  children’s  program  will  not  be  unstructur- 
ed or  do-as-you-like,  and  it  will  involve 
choices  and  caring  attention  to  individual  expression. 
Betty  Jones  from  Pacific  Oaks  will  be  our  resource 
person  for  the  week,  guiding  and  advising  teachers 
in  creating  such  a caring  environment.  It  will  be  a 
special  opportunity  for  teachers  and  interested 
adults  to  benefit  from  her  years  of  experience  in 
open  education. 

We  look  forward  to  a stimulating  and  memorable 
week  with  you  in  August.  Our  PYM  family  gathers 
just  once  a year.  How  we  value  it  shows,  like  the 
celebration  of  any  annual  festivity,  in  our  prepared- 
ness and  anticipation.  Yet  it  is  our  tradition  to  meet 
in  the  spirit  of  the  moment.  Childhood  more  than 
any  other  time  of  life  is  the  present.  We  hope  to 
count  you  so  . . . 

With  our  love, 
Marilee  Eusibio  and  Willow  Burnett 
PYM  Children’s  Program 
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SHARING  OUR  QUAKER  FAITH 

Since  I am  anticipating  my  first  visit  to  “the 
George  Fox  Country”  in  England  and  attendance 
at  London  Yearly  Meeting  sessions  this  summer, 

I have  been  “boning  up”  on  early  Quaker  history. 

I am  impressed  anew  with  the  urgency  felt  by 
George  Fox  and  many  early  Friends  to  tell  others 
of  their  experience  of  God.  Questions  about  an- 
nouncing our  Good  News  and  about  where  Friends 
should  be  in  our  day  with  relation  to  outreach  and 
concern  are  meaningful  to  me  at  this  time  when  I 
am  giving  special  thought  to  the  beginning  years  of 
the  Quaker  movement. 

“In  the  first  generation  of  the  Quaker  movement, 
George  Fox  and  other  early  leaders  were  filled  with 
a holy  compulsion  to  share  the  Quaker  faith  with 
their  contemporaries.”  This  is  the  way  Edwin 
Bronner  describes  them  in  the  introduction  to  the 
booklet  Sharing  Our  Quaker  Faith.  In  addressing 
Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting  in  1932  on  the  sub- 
ject “Can  Quakerism  Speak  to  This  Generation?” 
Henry  Hodgkin  said  of  our  spiritual  ancestors: 

“Out  of  their  transforming  experience  of  God  grew 
a passion  to  serve  their  generation.”  He  also  said 
that  the  Quaker  movement  based  “its  message  and 
its  methods  on  the  confidence  that  what  they  had 
seen  all  could  see.”  George  Fox  in  an  often  quoted 
statement  said,  “Walk  cheerfully  over  the  world, 
answering  that  of  God  in  everyone.” 

Such  cheerful  witnessing  often  caused  great  suf- 
fering, as  is  shown  by  one  of  the  queries  that  was 
posed  to  quarterly  meetings  by  London  Yearly 
Meeting  in  1682:  “What  friends  imprisoned  for 
their  Testimony  have  dyed  in  Prison  since  the  last 
Yearly  Meeting?”  That  query  has  special  relevance 
for  me  since  I have  learned  recently  that  one  of 
my  early  Quaker  ancestors  who  had  been  impri- 
soned for  his  testimony  “dyed  in  prison.” 

Can  we  believe  there  is  no  longer  a reason  for 
Friends  to  feel  compelled  to  witness  to  their  ex- 
periences and  faith? 

The  intriguing  theme  chosen  for  the  sessions  of 
the  Friends  World  Committee  for  Consultation 
when  it  met  in  Bad  Pyrmont  in  1958,  and  the  title 
of  the  study  report  was  “Sharing  Our  Quaker 
Faith.”  I feel  it  dealt  with  a concern  that  needs  to 
receive  more  attention.  In  Friends  Face  the  Fourth 
Century,  the  report  of  the  1952  Friends  World  Con- 
ference, this  statement  is  made:  “As  we  seek  to 
serve  people  ...  we  shall  find  straightforward  open- 
ings for  us  to  share  a very  little  of  what  has  been 
given  us.  If  we  can  offer  simply  a single  hint  which 
can  now  be  used,  this  may  open  the  way  to  further 
unforced  communications  ...  Is  not  this  the  way 


in  which  Jesus  drew  men  towards  their  true  life?” 

I have  been  reflecting  on  situations  in  which 
Friends  have  found  openings  to  share,  and  also  of 
missed  opportunities.  For  example,  recently  a lec- 
turer at  a genealogical  workshop  was  discussing  the 
genealogical  significance  of  religious  migrations.  He 
referred  to  the  fact  that  he  was  a Quaker,  and  he 
made  enough  statements  about  what  Friends  believe 
so  that  someone  sitting  near  me  said  she  thought 
she  might  like  to  be  a Friend.  I do  not  know  wheth- 
er she  will  come,  but  I have  invited  her  to  visit  our 
meeting.  I am  sure  that  the  speaker  did  not  intend 
to  be  recruiting  for  Friends,  but  perhaps  he  was. 
Thinking  of  lost  opportunities,  I remember  with  re- 
gret a friend  who,  after  his  family  had  changed 
their  church  membership,  said  to  me,  “We  would 
have  joined  the  Friends  meeting  if  anyone  had  invit- 
ed us  to  join.”  They  had  attended  meeting  occa- 
sionally but  had  not  expressed  their  interest  in  be- 
coming Friends,  nor  their  dissatisfaction  with  the 
church  to  which  they  belonged.  Our  meeting,  like 
many  others,  felt  that  attenders  should  always  take 
the  initiative  in  inquiring  about  membership.  I 
question  if  this  is  always  wise. 

Another  important  way  that  Friends  can  witness 
is  suggested  by  this  London  Yearly  Meeting  query: 
“Do  those  of  you  who  are  parents  seek  to  share 
your  deepest  beliefs  with  your  children,  leaving 
them  free  to  develop  as  the  Spirit  of  God  may  lead 
them?”  This  obvious  opportunity  for  sharing  is 
sometimes  overlooked. 

The  New  Call  to  Peacemaking,  that  has  been  is- 
sued by  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Mennonites, 
and  Friends,  is  an  encouraging  development  in 
which  we  all  may  share.  While  leaders  within  these 
three  pacifist  oriented  bodies  have  for  a number  of 
years  shared  mutual  concerns  and  sought  ways  to 
work  together,  the  New  Call  to  Peacemaking  is 
bringing  together  a larger  number  of  their  members 
in  a cooperative  effort.  A real  strength  is  the  fact 
that  Friends  with  a wide  spectrum  of  viewpoints 
are  participating  in  this  endeavor.  And  the  Call  is 
a movement  that  is  not  to  be  limited  to  these  three 
religious  groups,  but  it  will  be  expanded  to  include 
all  denominations. 

As  important  and  meaningful  as  our  insights  and 
religious  experiences  are  to  us,  in  sharing  our  faith 
as  members  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends,  we 
need  always  to  keep  in  mind  that  our  calling,  to 
quote  Fox,  is  “to  answer  that  of  God,”  to  realize 
that  in  everyone  there  is  Light.  John  Woolman’s 
experience  has  a message  for  us:  “A  Concern  rose 
to  spend  some  time  with  the  Indians,  that  I might 
feel  and  understand  their  life,  and  the  Spirit  they 
live  in,  if  haply  I might  receive  some  Instructions 
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Letter 

Quaker  Acres 

Dear  Bob, 

We’re  part  of  a small  team  of  Quakers 
Out  hunting  for  suitable  acres 
To  build  houses  just  so 
That  cyclones  can’t  blow 
Nette  Bessert,  the  Darts  and  the  Bakers. 

We  spent  two  days  driving  around  the 
Nagapatnam  area  South  of  Madras  where  one  of 
last  November’s  storms  hit.  The  force  of  the  storm 
was  amazing.  Telephone  poles  made  of  four  inch 
steel  I-beams  set  in  concrete  were  bent  over  parallel 
with  the  ground  by  the  wind.  We  saw  hundreds  of 
temporary  houses  built  of  woven  palm  leaves  and 
thatch.  These  will  give  shelter  for  now,  but  will 
blow  away  with  the  next  storm.  However,  we  did 
not  find  a location  that  seemed  right  for  our  pro- 
ject. 

Last  week  we  met  again.  This  time  we  had  the 
help  of  an  Indian  Quaker,  Henry  Thiagaraj,  who 
knows  the  Madras  area  very  well.  We  also  had  the 
help  of  a zoology  professor,  Dr.  Sanjeeva  Raj,  who 
has  a marine  research  station  studying  prawn  cul- 
ture. After  two  days  of  search  we  found  two  excel- 
lent locations  north  of  Madras  on  the  shores  of 
Pulicat  lake.  The  best  site  is  adjacent  to  a village  of 
prawn  fishermen.  The  land  is  flat  with  little  to 
break  the  wind.  There  is  easy  access  both  by  road 
and  by  rail.  The  village  consists  of  around  200 
houses  with  (they  claim)  4,000  people.  The  peo- 
ple are  very  poor.  No  one  can  read  or  write.  The 
villagers  were  very  friendly  and  invited  us  into  one 
of  their  homes  to  sit  on  mats  in  the  shade  — much 
appreciated  as  it  was  hot  (105°  F). 

It  seemed  to  us  that  this  location  offered  oppor- 
tunities not  only  for  the  demonstration  housing  but 
also  for  the  future  use  of  the  houses  — as  a place 
to  hold  literacy  classes  and  a clinic;  and  teaching 
prawn  culture  to  the  villagers  so  they  can  have  a 
steady  and  increased  income  instead  of  relying  on 
the  luck  of  the  catch.  Both  Professor  Raj  and  his 
strudents  would  have  a continuing  interest  in  the 
project. 

(Continued  on  page  123) 


from  them.”  Mutual  help  came  to  Woolman  and 
to  the  Indians  he  visited. 

We  need  to  “let  our  lives  speak,”  but  words  are 
needed,  too.  Our  manner  of  witnessing  may  dif- 
fer from  that  of  early  Friends,  but  if  we  really  have 
Good  News  should  our  passion  to  share  it  be  any 
less  than  theirs? 

Meta  Ruth  Ferguson 
La  Jolla  Meeting 


PYM  Friend  in  the  Orient  Committee 

The  Committee  has  rejoiced  in  the  presence  of 
Martha  and  Leonard  Dart  in  India  this  year.  They 
have  traveled  to  the  area  of  South  India  devastated 
by  a cyclone  last  winter.  They  have  met  with 
Friends  hoping  for  a new  Friends  Center  in  Agra, 
which  will  be  devoted  to  Quaker  study  and  wor- 
ship. We  look  forward  to  hearing  their  report  at 
the  general  sessions  of  Yearly  Meeting  and  in  an  in- 
terest group  with  slides.  The  Darts  have  offered  to 
travel  and  speak  to  Meetings  next  year. 

The  Committee  has  not  found  Friends  to  live  in 
the  Orient  next  year.  We  are  still  searching  for  a 
family  to  live  in  Seoul,  Korea. 

The  Committee  took  a lively  interest  in  the  Asia- 
West  Pacific  Gathering  of  Friends  which  took  place 
the  end  of  January  in  Hong  Kong.  We  contributed 
to  the  travel  of  a Friend  from  Seoul  but  the  person 
selected  could  not  get  a passport.  The  Committee 
did  receive  an  invitation  which  was  sent  to  Martha 
and  Leonard  Dart.  They,  however,  having  under- 
stood that  a member  of  the  Committee  would  not 
be  invited,  had  scheduled  a tour,  partly  professional 
on  Leonard’s  part,  so  no  one  from  the  Committee 
attended.  Fumiye  Miho,  a Friend  from  Honolulu 
living  in  Tokyo,  attended  the  gathering,  so  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting  was  represented.  Several  reports 
have  come  to  the  Committee  of  the  happy  fellow- 
ship of  the  little  gathering.  Among  the  14  partici- 
pants were  a Friend  from  Taiwan  and  Carol  Urner, 
a member  of  Multnomah  Meeting  now  living  in 
Manila.  The  gathering  gave  some  thought  to  dis- 
armament, human  rights,  and  the  right  sharing  of 
the  world’s  resources.  The  chief  value  of  the  gather- 
ing was  the  fellowship  of  Friends  who  met  for  the 
first  time  to  exchange  news  and  views.  A second 
gathering  was  projected  in  two  years. 

The  Committee  has  had  disturbing  news  of  a new 
police  interrogation  of  Ham  Sok  Hon  in  Seoul. 

The  FWCC  received  a cable  from  Maud  Easter  in 
Tokyo  and  sent  a copy  to  the  Committee.  Akie 
Reynolds,  a member  of  the  Friend  in  the  Orient 
Committee,  who  has  been  reading  a Tokyo  news- 
paper, has  learned  from  that  source  that  Ham  Sok 
Hon  is  no  longer  under  detention. 

Floyd  Schmoe  has  been  seeing  Margaret  Simkin’s 
Letters  from  Szechwan  through  publication.  It  is 
expected  to  be  available  in  June  from  Friends’ 
bookstores  and,  of  course,  at  next  Yearly  Meeting. 

In  our  annual  accounting  we  are  reminded  of  our 
hopes  at  the  time  the  Committee  was  set  up:  “to 
foster  mutual  love  and  understanding . . . looking 
toward  mutual  fellowship  and  the  betterment  of 
international  relations.  ” 


Madge  T.  Seaver,  Clerk 
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TWO  STRIKES  AND  . . . 

If  we  are  going  out,  I suppose  we  may  as  well 
witness  to  that  prospect  in  an  ecumenical  confer- 
ence dedicated  to  peace-making.  The  Ben  Lomond 
Conference  on  the  New  Call  (reported  in  the  Decem- 
ber 1977  Bulletin,  p.  46)  did  not  inspire  hope  in 
the  breast  of  this  reporter,  with  its  reluctant  parti- 
cipation on  the  part  of  the  Mennonites,  breast-beat- 
ing on  the  part  of  California  Friends,  and  inability 
to  engage  the  economic  issue  on  the  part  of  all  of 
us.  April  21-23  in  Fresno  was  even  more  disap- 
pointing. And  PYM  Friends  bear  equal  responsi- 
bility for  its  failure  because  we  refused  to  confront 
and  disrupt.  This  was  our  opportunity  in  the  face 
of  Pharisees  and  Sadducees.  Fox  would  have  stood 
on  his  feet  in  the  audience  of  these  high  priestly 
ceremonies;  we  did  not. 

I almost  did  not  go,  because  I have  no  stomach 
for  Foxian  confrontation.  But  there  was  a fairly 
good  paper,  probably  written  by  the  preacher  who 
was  going  to  present  it,  LeRoy  Friesen,  and  sent 
me  pre-conference  by  the  wily  Van  Ernst,  titled 
“A  Call  to  a Peacemaking  Lifestyle.”  So  I took 
dim  hope.  The  paper  calls  for  Christians  to  elimi- 
nate economic  injustice  within  the  Church,  to  share 
with  the  poor,  and  to  get  out  of  Latin  America 
( nota  bene  the  other  denominations’  missionary 
efforts),  quoting  with  approval  the  “Open  Letter 
to  North  American  Christians”  by  Dom  Helder 
Camara  and  12  churchmen  from  that  area.  This 
paper  says,  in  part:  “Your  American  way  of  life 
. . . the  opulence  . . . and  your  economic  and  mili- 
tary dominion  feed  on  the  blood  which  flows  from 
the  open  veins  of  Latin  America  ...  All  this  (geno- 
cide, hunger,  malnutrition,  tuberculosis,  and  unem- 
ployment) is  carried  out  in  the  name  of  democracy 
. . . on  the  backs  of  our  people  . . . Our  Country  is 
becoming  one  gigantic  prison  . . . one  vast  cemetery 
. . . This  letter  seeks  to  be  an  anguished,  fervent  call 
to  your  conscience  and  to  your  responsibility  as 
Christians.”  The  New  Call  paper  goes  on:  “The 
message  comes  clearly:  we  and  our  lifestyles  are 
the  problem.  The  problem  is  not  that  many  poor 
nations  lack  natural  resources.  The  problem  is 
that  our  wealth  and  our  economic  system  siphon 
off  the  minerals  and  protein  from  the  poorer  na- 
tions to  feed  our  over-consuming  affluence.” 

What  the  Rev.  Mr.  Friesen  did  with  this  in  his 
public  address  to  the  assembled  delegates  was  to 
spend  99  percent  of  his  time  saying  a peacemaking 
lifestyle  is  rooted  in  Jesus;  it  calls  for  repentance; 
it  requires  a peaceful  and  peacemaking  church: 
and  his  two-sentence  reference  to  the  paper  asked 
how  do  we  deal  with  global  injustice,  which  we 
can’t  ignore;  the  paper  contains  suggestions,  not 
prescriptions,  and  even  at  that,  the  suggestions 


are  painful.  A more  skillful  job  of  backtracking 
and  ignoring  of  the  issues  I have  seldom  seen. 

Like  sheep  we  were  herded  to  and  docilely  accep- 
ted the  only  space  and  time  when  delegates  were 
expected  to  speak.  But  I found  confrontations 
there  no  more  productive  than  they  might  have 
been  in  the  big  meetings.  After  an  extremely  per- 
sonable young  man  spoke  of  his  joy  in  getting  rid 
of  his  guilt  over  eating,  drinking  and  playing  to  ex- 
cess, I mildly  remonstrated  — and  he  did  not  re- 
turn. After  our  chairwoman  asked  what  we  were 
going  to  do  about  disarmament  (and  no  one  else 
answered),  I suggested  that  we  were  propping  up 
the  Russian  regime  and  arms  race  by  competing, 
and  the  only  way  to  break  out  of  this  vicious  com- 
plex is  unilateral  action.  To  this  the  General  Secre- 
tary of  California  Friends,  who  slumped  through- 
out with  dour  expression,  said  he  agreed  with  me 
almost  1 00%,  but  of  course  we  couldn’t  bring  that 
point  of  view  to  their  congregations,  who  aren’t 
ready  to  accept  it. 

Only  184  of  us  delegates  arrived  where  300  were 
expected.  (The  PYM  delegation  missed  Ben  Seaver 
and  Ferner  Nuhn.)  We  were  disinvited  to  worship 
Sunday  in  the  campus  Mennonite  Church  in  which 
we  met  Saturday.  If  we  can’t  buck  ourselves  up  to 
a better  effort  at  Greenlake,  Wis.,  in  the  Fall  than 
our  first  two  have  elicited  from  us,  the  New  Call 
will  suffer  the  same  fate  as  all  of  the  old  calls: 

Three  Strikes  and  Out! 

RS 

Letter 

Clerk’s  Signature 

Dear  Friends, 

Once  again  the  Registrar  (or  somebody  in  Yearly 
Meeting)  has  overlooked,  or  ignored,  or  forgotten 
a concern  which  has  rankled  in  many  of  us  for 
several  years  now.  The  plain  fact  is,  MEMBERS 
OF  MONTHLY  MEETINGS  DO  NOT  HAVE  TO 
OBTAIN  THE  SIGNATURE  OF  THEIR  CLERK 
in  order  to  attend  Yearly  Meeting.  On  page  33  of 
the  Discipline  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  (Faith  and 
Practice),  we  read: 

Membership  in  a Monthly  Meeting  includes 
membership  in  the  Quarterly  or  Half  Yearly 
Meeting  and  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  which  the 
Monthly  Meeting  is  a part,  (underline  mine.) 

And  also  on  page  44  we  read,  in  two  places: 

The  Yearly  Meeting  is  composed  of  the  mem- 
bers of  its  constituent  Monthly  and  regional 
meetings,  whose  privilege  and  responsibility 
it  is  to  attend  and  take  part. 
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The  responsibility  for  its  (PYM’s)  actions  and 
decisions  lies  with  the  members  of  the  constitu- 
ent Meetings,  WHO  SHOULD  CONSIDER 
THEMSELVES  REPRESENTATIVES  of  their 
respective  Monthly  and  regional  Meetings,  AS 
WELL  AS  MEMBERS  OF  YEARLY  MEETING, 
(underline  and  capitals  mine) 

But  in  spite  of  these  statements  once  again  the  ap- 
plication for  Yearly  Meeting  merely  has  a line  re- 
quiring the  Clerk’s  signature,  and  an  explicit  in- 
struction to  “Have  the  clerk  sign  your  registration 
form.”  As  another  member  of  Berkeley  Meeting 
has  said: 

“It  is  reasonable  to  ask  the  clerk  of  a Meeting 
to  vouch  for  someone  who  is  not  a member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends,  but  it  is  entirely  inappro- 
priate for  that  to  be  required  of  a member  of  a 
Monthly  Meeting.” 

Personally,  I find  it  not  only  inappropriate  but 
distasteful. 

Berkeley  Meeting  has  repeatedly  minuted  its  con- 
cern in  this  matter  and  has  for  several  years  express- 
ly minuted  its  procedure  whereby  we  send  a list  of 
current  members  to  the  Registrar  and  then  all  mem- 
bers of  Berkeley  Meeting  are  authorized  to  sign 
their  own  application  forms.  But  I do  not  under- 
stand why  the  Registrar  cannot  obtain  member- 
ship information,  either  from  the  Statistical  Clerk, 
or  from  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Directories. 

It  would  be  so  much  clearer  and  simpler,  as 
well  as  being  more  consistent  with  the  Discipline 
(Faith  and  Practice)  if  the  application  form  were 
to  read  instead: 

Clerk  or  member’s  signature  

and  under  the  instructions  on  filling  out  the  form: 

3.  If  you  are  not  a member  of  a Monthly  Meet- 
ing in  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  have  the  Clerk  of 
your  Meeting  sign  your  registration  form. 

I hope  that  in  future  years  this  provision  can  be 
made  in  the  application  form  without  making  it 
appear  that  members  of  Monthly  Meetings  must 
obtain  the  clerk’s  signature  in  order  to  attend  the 
Yearly  Meeting  of  which  they  are  already  a mem- 
ber, as  stated  in  the  Discipline  (Faith  and  Practice). 

John  Fitz 
Berkeley  Meeting 

AFSC  Work  Camp 

After  ten  long  years  the  NorCal  AFSC  is  reinsti- 
tuting a work  camp  for  young  people  in  the  beau- 
tiful Ben  Lomond  setting  of  Redwoods  and  Ma- 
drones,  July  1— August  4,  1978.  Write  Bob  Eaton 
at  2160  Lake  St.,  San  Francisco  94121  for  infor- 
mation and  registration;  there  is  a need  for  scholar- 
ship funds. 


Letter 

Other  Paths 

Dear  Friends: 

I am  concerned  about  the  narrowness  expressed 
in  some  articles  on  membership  recently  appearing 
in  Friends  Bulletin,  March,  1978.  There  occurred 
a misunderstanding,  all  too  prevalent  among  the 
Christians  of  today,  about  the  faith  of  the  East. 
John  Woolman  wrote  in  his  Journal  that 

I found  no  Narrowness  respecting  Sects  and 
Opinions;  but  believed,  that  sincere  upright- 
hearted  People,  in  every  Society,  who  truly  love 
God,  were  accepted  of  him. 

In  the  same  light,  Mahatma  Gandhi  once  stated, 

“If  a man  reaches  the  heart  of  his  own  religion,  he 
has  reached  the  heart  of  the  others  too.” 

The  basic  unity  that  Quakerism  shares  with  the 
ancient  philosophy  of  India  is  remarkably  demon- 
strated by  the  parallelism  expressed  in  the  following 
two  passages: 

Be  still  and  cool  in  thy  own  mind,  from  thy 
own  thoughts,  and  then  thou  wilt  feel  the  prin- 
ciple of  God  to  turn  thy  mind  to  the  Lord,  from 
whom  cometh  life,  whereby  thou  mayest  receive 
his  strength  and  power  to  allay  all  storms  and 
tempests.  That  it  is  which  works  up  into 
patience,  innocency,  soberness,  staidness,  quiet- 
ness up  to  God  with  his  power.  (George  Fox, 
Letter  to  Lady  Claypole) 

When  the  five  senses  are  stilled,  when  the  mind 
Is  stilled,  when  the  intellect  is  stilled, 

That  is  called  the  highest  state  by  the  wise. 

They  say  yoga  is  this  complete  stillness 
In  which  one  enters  the  unitive  state 
Never  to  become  separate  again. 

(Katha  Upanishad,  Part  II,  Canto  II,  translated 
Eknath  Easwaran) 

Friends,  let  us  have  greater  tolerance  for  other 
paths.  We  share  much  more  than  we  are  separate. 
Sincere  study  of  the  sacred  writings  of  other  faiths 
should  be  encouraged.  There  is  much  which  can 
strengthen  and  add  other  dimensions  to  our  own 
convictions,  without  our  abandoning  our  Christian- 
ity. Such  a course  is  in  harmony  with  the  evangeli- 
cal spirit  of  Friends  and  will  lead  us  to  greater  in- 
ternational understanding  and  cooperation. 

John  Johnson 
Santa  Barbara  Meeting 


Jars 

FCL  Harvest  Festival  canners  with  plenty  of 
fruit  need  jars  (pints  and  smaller).  Please  contact 
Mary  Tyler,  19  Feliz  Dr.,  Watsonville,  or  Marie 
Hubbard,  2330  P St.,  Sacramento,  or  Joy  Auble, 
3797  Red  Oak  Way,  Redwood  City. 
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Letter 

Holocaust  Bummer 

Dear  Editor: 

The  TV  presentation  of  ‘HOLOCAUST’  vividly 
portrayed  the  horrors  of  the  Nazi  regime  in  Europe, 
but  I am  concerned  and  disturbed  because  rather 
than  addressing  the  issues  of  today  and  serving  as  a 
means  of  awakening  Americans  to  the  dangers  of 
Nazism  here  or  to  provide  an  element  of  healing, 
it  promoted  Zionism. 

I am  afraid  this  prime  time  presentation  as  well 
as  the  timing  of  its  being  brought  to  the  American 
public  was  purposefully  chosen  by  the  Zionist  ele- 
ment of  Jews  in  America  to  promote  their  cause  in 
the  Middle  East.  A Friend  recently  told  me  that  I. 

F.  Stone,  a Jew  himself,  has  written  that  it  is  this 
group  in  America  who  help  prevent  a solution  to 
the  Middle  East  wars  and  crisis.  It  is  tragic  that 
when  President  Sadat  has  risked  himself  and  his 
political  career  to  negotiate  with  Israel,  the  Ameri- 
can Zionists,  it  appears,  have  chosen  only  to  pro- 
mote their  cause  which  makes  impossible  a peace- 
ful settlement  in  the  Middle  East. 

I am  currently  reading  Our  Roots  Are  Still  Alive  - 
The  Story  of  the  Palestinian  People,  published  by 
Peoples  Press.  The  book  is  very  well  researched  and 
objectively  written.  The  Palestinians,  who  have 
only  the  PLO  to  represent  them,  are  refugees  in 
their  own  land.  They  also  should  be  recognized 
and  given  a voice  in  the  Middle  East.  They,  as  well 
as  the  Jews,  have  a right  to  security  and  a home  in 
their  Country;  instead  the  Palestinians  are  forced 
to  live  in  refugee  camps  and  provided  no  alterna- 
tive except  terrorist  tactics  while  others  negotiate 
their  future.  There  is  a similarity  to  the  immigrants 
here  and  the  American  Indians  as  well  as  other  ex- 
amples in  history  where  the  natives  are  exploited 
and  not  recognized  as  people,  too. 

The  peoples  of  the  Middle  East  have  experienced 
generations  of  being  ravaged  by  war  and  killing; 
most  recognize  their  very  survival  depends  on  a 
peaceful  settlement  of  the  Palestinians  and  Jewish 
settlers  in  Israel.  The  Zionists,  as  well  as  other 
Jews  with  wealth  and  power  in  America,  are  not 
at  present  faced  with  the  threat  to  their  very  exis- 
tence; their  fellow  Jews  in  Israel  — as  well  as  the 
Palestinians  — are.  Would  they  bring  on  a nuclear 
holocaust  in  the  Middle  East  rather  than  negotiate 
with  all  the  peoples  of  the  Middle  East,  viz.,  the 
PLO  as  well  as  the  Arabs?  The  PLO  will  not  go 
away  by  denying  their  or  the  Palestinians’  existence; 
they  will  only  be  forced  underground,  and  militar- 
istic America  will  move  in  force  to  protect  its  oil 
pipelines.  It  could  be  the  beginning  of  the  end  for 
us  all.  What  harm  can  there  be  to  recognize  and 


Letter 

Once  Again  Lightly 

Dear  Friends: 

For  two  years  I have  been  under  the  weight  of  a 
heavy  concern,  that  in  their  zeal  for  justice  and 
humaneness  many  Friends,  and  in  particular  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee,  have  been 
spreading  hearsay,  and  have  been  publishing  things 
that  are  not  true.  I carried  this  concern  to  my  own 
Monthly  Meeting  and  then  to  Colorado  General 
Meeting.  Kenneth  Boulding,  who  is  known  to 
many  Friends,  joined  me  in  carrying  it  to  Inter- 
Mountain  Yearly  Meeting  a year  ago.  Lewis 
Hoskins,  former  Executive  Secretary  of  the  AFSC, 
wrote  to  the  present  Executive  Secretary,  to  affirm 
the  seriousness  of  this  concern,  and  to  plead  that  I 
be  listened  to. 

I started  with  high  hopes.  Surely,  I thought, 
when  told  they  are  publishing  statements  that  are 
not  true,  Friends  — seekers  of  the  truth  — will 
examine  each  such  affirmation  carefully.  When  at 
first  Friends  seemed  not  to  listen,  I supposed  that 
support  from  Kenneth  would  carry  the  weight  of 
his  prestige  in  economics  (he  was  nominated  for 
the  Nobel  prize  this  year);  so  also  would  the  en- 
couragement of  Lewis.  Alas,  the  responses  have 
been  passive  or  negative,  and  Kenneth  and  I are 
both  deeply  discouraged. 

Almost  universally,  Friends  have  refused  to  be- 
lieve the  AFSC  can  err.  From  the  AFSC  itself,  we 
have  encountered  only  defense.  Inter-Mountain 
Yearly  Meeting  was  so  uncomfortable  with  the  con- 
cern that  they  cut  off  discussion,  suggesting  only 
that  Kenneth  and  I continue  dialogue  with  the 
AFSC.  But  when  I have  brought  specific  issues  to 
AFSC  officials,  they  have  either  not  responded,  or 
responded  in  very  general  ways,  or  they  have  farm- 
ed out  my  questions  to  their  outside  advisors,  who 
merely  restated  (again  without  proof)  what  they 
had  previously  written  for  AFSC  publication. 

Senior  AFSC  officials  have  (I  believe)  never  them- 
selves examined  any  of  the  economic  points  I have 
raised.  The  Friends  Journal  would  not  publish  the 
concern  that  Kenneth  and  I had  presented  at  Year- 
ly Meeting;  the  editor  replied  that  “it  seems  to  us 
basically  to  reflect  a disagreement  between  you 


dialogue  with  the  natives  and  existent  groups  in 
the  Middle  East,  or  to  cooperate  with  groups  such 
as  the  AFSC  Middle  East  Project?  That  provides 
the  possibility  of  change  and  healing;  reliving  the 
Holocaust  does  not. 

Ellen  Lyon 
Delta  Meeting 
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personally  and  the  AFSC  and  that  further  discussion 
between  you  should  be  carried  on  directly  rather 
than  in  the  pages  of  the  Friends  Journal.  ” At 
another  meeting  of  Friends,  I was  shouted  down 
and  told  I had  spoken  enough.  Because  of  all 
these  frustrations,  I am  deeply  thankful  to  Bob 
Schutz  for  allowing  me  to  write  in  the  Bulletin.  * 

The  concern  is  simple.  In  their  social  pronounce- 
ments, the  AFSC  has  blown  up  small  and  selectively- 
perceived  samples  into  broad-based  generalizations, 
which  could  not  have  been  sustained  had  different 
(randomly-selected)  samples  been  used.  Here  is 
one  example: 

Friends  working  in  Vietnam  have  not  perceived 
any  repressive  actions  taken  by  that  government; 
therefore,  they  have  decided  there  probably  are 
none.  After  a Quaker  team  had  visited  Vietnam  a 
year  ago,  one  of  its  members  passed  on  to  the  New 
York  Times  (March  13,  1977)  the  assurance  of  the 
government  of  Vietnam  that  all  persons  in  re-edu- 
cation centers  (except  a few  criminals)  had  been 
released.  Firm  in  the  belief  that  Quaker  perceptions 
are  sufficiently  pervasive  that  had  repression  existed, 
Friends  would  have  heard  of  it,  the  Executive  Secre- 
tary of  AFSC  wrote  (letter  to  Friends,  Dec.  17, 
1976)  that  “the  overwhelming  impression  ...  of 
AFSC  ...  is  that  the  government  (of  Vietnam)  is 
carrying  out  the  awesome  task  of  post  war  recon- 
struction . . . with  extraordinary  humaneness.” 

Since  that  time,  thousands  of  boat  people  have 
fled  Vietnam,  many  to  perish  on  the  high  seas  or 
be  refused  landing  in  other  countries.  Twenty 
years  ago,  the  AFSC  might  have  been  in  the  van- 
guard of  emergency  relief  for  these  people.  When 
I asked  an  AFSC  official  (who  is  sympathetic  to  my 
concern)  why  no  helping  hand  was  lifted  in  1978, 
his  answer  was  that  many  staff  members  are  so 
“emotionally  attached”  to  the  Government  of 
Vietnam  that  no  consensus  on  action  can  be 
achieved. 

Not  only  in  the  case  of  Vietnam,  but  also  in 
economic  matters  does  the  AFSC  generalize  from 
small,  selectively-perceived  samples.  But  the  cases 
here  are  usually  so  complex  that  few  Friends  under- 
stand them.  So  it  was  with  my  letter  to  the  January 
Bulletin.  In  that,  I tried  to  isolate  a single  state- 
ment-in-error,  which  (I  hoped)  was  sufficiently 
straightforward  to  be  explained  simply.  Two 
replies  were  published  in  the  April  Bulletin.  One, 


(*Bob  Schutz  would  not  allow  a restatement  of 
this  issue  except  that  it  comes  under  recommenda- 
tion by  a Clearness  Committee  accepted  by  a 
Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends.  -Ed) 


by  Ann  Stever,  member  of  AFSC  Board,  was  typi- 
cal of  the  replies  I have  been  receiving  from  Phila- 
delphia- She  talked  all  around  the  issue,  suggesting 
I should  have  said  various  other  things  I didn’t  be- 
lieve I had  space  for  (such  as  revealing  the  extent 
of  my  dialogue  with  AFSC).  But  nothing  in  Ann’s 
letter  reflected  that  she  herself  had  studied,  or  even 
understood,  the  specific  issue  I had  raised. 

The  other  letter,  by  A1  Andersen,  attempted  to 
answer  my  point,  but  I don’t  believe  A1  really  un- 
derstood it  either.  So  let  me  explain  by  a different 
(easier)  example.  Suppose  an  opponent  of  gun  con- 
trol argues  that  legislation  is  not  necessary  because 
“people  are  buying  fewer  handguns  each  year  any- 
way.” With  reliable  statistics,  he  demonstrates  that 
handgun  sales  fell  from  1,200,000  in  1967-68  to 
200,000  in  1970-71.  But  he  would  be  deceptive. 

The  whole  story  is  that  hand  gun  sales  are  normally 
about  200,000  a year,  but  that  people  were  so  fright- 
ened by  urban  violence  in  1967-68  that  they  bought 
an  unusually  large  number.  Had  our  statistician 
compared  (say)  1962-63  (or  any  other  years)  with 
1970-71,  he  could  not  have  made  his  point.  There- 
fore, he  had  generalized  on  the  basis  of  a selectively- 
perceived  (small  and  biased)  sample  — just  as  AFSC 
generalized  on  Vietnam  from  the  small  sample  of 
Quaker  experience  there.  (The  handgun  example 
and  data  are  taken  from  Statistical  Inference  for 
Management  and  Economics,  by  Huntsberger, 
Billingsley,  and  Croft,  p.  400,  where  the  reasons 
for  selecting  an  unbiased  base  period  are  explained.) 

In  my  January  letter,  I cited  an  economic  analysis 
the  AFSC  had  published  using  such  a biased  base 
period  (1951-54),  when  the  same  point  could  not 
have  been  made  with  any  other  base  period.  I 
showed  how  (for  example)  their  proposition  could 
not  be  sustained  if  1938  or  1946  had  been  the  base 
year.  Al’s  reply  was  that,  by  using  a different  time 
period  from  the  AFSC,  I was  talking  about  a dif- 
ferent case,  and  therefore  my  analysis  was  not 
relevant.  Obviously,  he  misunderstood  my 
whole  point.  This  is  what  I mean  about  the 
issues  being  so  complex  that  not  many  Friends  un- 
derstand them.  Hence,  in  default  and  in  their  gen- 
eral affirmation  of  the  AFSC,  they  believe  I must 
be  the  one  who  is  wrong. 

Carrying  on  with  this  concern  has  been  such  an 
emotional  strain  for  me  that  I finally  asked  my 
Meeting  to  appoint  a clearness  committee.  It  is 
our  tradition  that  a Friend  faced  with  an  important 
decision  (not  just  marriage  or  membership)  may 
request  a clearness  committee  to  help  find  the 
light.  I invited  three  Friends  for  that  committee 
who  I knew  supported  the  AFSC.  Two  are  social 
scientists,  professors  in  Colorado  University;  one 
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Discourse  concerning  the  Ordering  of  Families, 
both  of  Whites,  Blacks  and  Indians  (1701).  George 
Fox  on  the  gospel?  What’s  this  about? 

I hopped  downstairs  and  flipped  an  electric  switch, 
and  there  on  a green  screen,  courtesy  of  scientific 
cleverness,  was  the  answer  in  a language,  like 
Shakespeare’s,  with  “fs”  for  “s’s”  and,  like  Blake’s, 
with  capital  letters  rampant,  and  like  all  prophetic 
poetry,  sounding  a little  wild  and  reckless  for  the 
powerful  confidence  of  the  speaker: 

“For  Christ  is  the  Sabbath  and  Rest,  who  gives 
Rest  to  the  whole  Creation.  He  it  is  that  takes  off 
the  Oppression,  who  destroys  the  Devil’s  Works, 
who  hath  been  the  Oppressor  both  of  Man  and 
Beast;  and  so  in  Christ  all  have  Rest,  and  Peace, 
and  Love,  that  doth  not  kill,  nor  commit  Adultery, 
nor  Steal,  nor  covet,  nor  any  thing  that  another 
man  hath,  nor  learn  false  witness,  nor  make  Images 
of  any  thing  in  Heaven  above,  or  in  the  Earth  be- 
neath, and  so  Love  fulfills  the  Law:  And  there- 
fore see  that  this  Law  of  Love  be  set  up  in  all  your 
Families,  by  which  they  may  be  ordered  and  ruled.” 

Could  Fox  be  any  plainer  about  the  Good  News? 
He  tries  hard  to  be  explicit  about  the  meaning  of 
the  Law  for  Christians.  “You  spiritual  Jews”  he 
writes  of  Friends  and  uses  the  phrase  “spiritual 
Egypt.”  He  even  talks  about  being  circumcised 
with  the  Spirit.  I laughed  with  delight.  Obviously 
George  Fox  was  a gifted  prophetic  poet  who  spoke 
in  prose  but  had  the  vision  for  reading  the  words  of 
the  Bible  like  the  way  I read  my  signs.  The  outside 
world  calls  this  metaphor,  but  for  some  of  us  it’s 
the  first  meaning  of  the  words,  not  their  second. 

The  Law  is  waiting  for  and  then  following  the 
open  connection  to  God  all  the  time,  not  just  in 
Meeting  silence.  The  Law  is  the  Movement  of  God’s 
Creations  in  His  Mind,  Ecology,  Respect  for  Mother 
Earth,  Einstein’s  Energy,  the  Cosmic  Dance,  the 
Peaceable  Kingdom,  in  short,  the  only  Reality  there 
lias  ever  been.  And  the  Way  is  through  Love.  Not 
fear,  guilt,  sin,  sorrow,  sacrifice,  pain,  or  death. 

And  Fox  in  his  writing  seems  very  firm  about  tell- 
ing Friends  they  are  responsible  for  extending  this 
Order  in  their  Families: 

“Therefore  all  you  called  Christians,  that  profess 
him,  who  are  Elders  and  Masters  of  Families,  are 
you  not  to  see  that  your  Wives,  your  Children  and 
your  Strangers  within  your  Camps,  yea,  to  the  Hew- 
ers of  your  Wood  and  Drawers  of  your  Water,  that 
they  come  all  into  the  new  Covenant,  Christ  Jesus? 

. . . through  whom  they  may  stand  before  God,  and 
have  Peace  with  him;  mark  this,  ye  Elders,  and 
Rulers,  and  Fathers  of  Families,  who  have  Strangers 
and  Sojourners  in  your  Families,  so  as  to  see  that 
you  do  perform  your  Duty,  and  bring  them  to  do 
their  Duty  in  the  Covenant  of  Life,  Christ  Jesus.” 


Duty  is  a strong  word.  Duties  usually  aren’t  op- 
tional. We  bridle  at  preaching  the  gospel  and  leave 
that  evangelical  stuff  to  the  other  branches  of 
Friends.  But  maybe,  just  maybe,  there  is  Light  here 
we  haven’t  seen  or  fully  understood. 

Who  is  our  Family?  Can  Fox  only  be  read  in  a 
narrow  sense  here?  Read  that  passage  in  a wide 
sense,  Friends.  And  don’t  feel  it  is  sexist  with  the 
masculine  Father  language.  Jung  has  taught  us  we 
have  something  of  both  sexes  in  us.  Read  it  again 
in  a narrow  sense.  Read  it  again  in  a medium  sense. 
Read  it  until  it  says  something  to  You. 

Fox  is  very  specific  in  the  writing  that  at  least  one 
of  his  meanings  is  the  conversion  of  Friend’s  slaves 
on  Barbadoes.  Conversion  is  not  a word  I have  ever 
heard  among  PYM  Friends  except  in  an  economic 
sense,  as  in  conversion  from  war  to  peace  industries. 
Fox  does  encourage  Friends  to  free  their  slaves  and 
supply  them  with  the  means  for  a new  life  economi- 
cally, and  he  is  also  talking  about  another  kind  of 
conversion  and  a capital  letter  New  Life  of  the 
Spirit: 

“Now  mark  and  consider  this  all  you  Christians, 
that  profess  the  New  Covenant,  Christ  Jesus,  and 
the  Law  of  Love,  and  the  Law  of  Life,  and  the  Law 
of  Faith,  and  the  Law  of  the  Spirit,  must  you  not 
gather  all  your  Families  together,  Men,  Women, 
Children  and  Strangers  within  your  gates,  and  such 
as  you  bought  with  Money,  and  such  as  are  born 
of  them  in  your  Families, . . . that  they  may  all 
fear  God,  and  observe  and  do  the  Law  and  the  New 
Covenant  as  the  Jews  were  to  do  the  old,  which  is 
a Figure  of  the  new.  And  therefore  be  not  you  neg- 
ligent, nor  sloathful,  nor  careless  in  this,  but  do  _ 
your  Duty  ...  for  if  you  should  be  negligent  in 
this  then  look  what  came  upon  the  Jews,  and  how 
rude  their  Families  grew,  and  how  God’s  Judgments 
came  upon  them.” 

Page  after  page  it  continues,  the  same  Blakean  in- 
sistence of  explanation  about  the  “Sense  of  these 
Things.” 

Friends,  I am  no  prophet,  but  sometimes  I have 
played  oracle.  The  Sense  of  these  Tilings  in  Encanto 
is  that  the  Spirit  is  moving  in  Fox’s  words.  Let’s 
stop  explaining  to  ourselves  why  we  never  preach 
or  be  evangelical  and  wait  again  in  silence  to  ask 
what  is  required  of  us  in  these  matters.  If  our  old 
responses  are  still  true,  we  will  find  our  way  to 
them  again.  Are  we  open  to  the  possibility  of  being 
led  somewhere  new,  with  even  more  Light?  It  is 
not  an  accident  that  the  New  Call  to  Peace  Making 
comes  out  of  the  conservative  branch.  Query:  Sup- 
posing, just  supposing,  some  of  the  Friends  among 
us  (PYM)  do  get  led  in  new  directions  of  religious 
expression.  We  who  are  so  tolerant  of  all  lifestyles, 
hold  all  interest  groups  in  love,  will  we  have  room 
among  us  for  a PYM  response  to  an  evangelical 
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(Lightly:  Continued  from  page  121) 
of  these  is  a left-wing  sociologist  and  another  a con- 
sultant to  the  AFSC  Peace  Committee.  The  third 
is  a member  of  the  AFSC  Board.  Four  other  Friends 
volunteered.  At  least  two  of  these  did  so  out  of 
sympathy  toward  the  AFSC  and  a concern  that  it 
should  not  be  criticized  recklessly.  The  committee 
read  all  the  issues  and  unanimously  agreed  on  a 
minute,  which  was  accepted  by  Boulder  Monthly 
Meeting  on  April  16.  That  Meeting  also  gave  me 
permission  to  quote  this  minute  in  the  Bulletin.  It 
reads,  in  part,  as  follows: 

“AFSC  was  in  error  in  using  limited  data 
that  seem  to  support  the  conclusion  that 
terms  of  trade  have  been  trending  adversely 
for  the  less  developed  countries; ...  by 
failing  to  answer  Jack’s  specific  questions, 
AFSC  appears  to  be  acting  in  an  arbitrary 
and  unfriendly  way  toward  a most  sincere 
advocate  of  the  goals  they  seek.  The  use 
of  inadequate  data  and/or  methods  on  the 
part  of  AFSC  could  lead  AFSC  to  propose 
inappropriate  solutions  to  the  problems  of 
human  suffering.’’ 

But  the  committee  also  told  me  that  I have  done 
all  I can,  and  nothing  will  be  gained  by  persistence 
in  a matter  that  has  been  a great  emotional  strain 
to  me.  I have  decided  to  take  their  advice.  I will 
remain  with  Friends,  to  chide  their  consciences 
when  the  moment  is  opportune,  or  to  discuss  the 
concern  when  other  Friends  wish.  But  as  I remain, 

I am  deeply  discouraged,  and  I seek  new  light  on 
how  to  make  the  concern  felt. 

Jack  Powelson 
Boulder  Meeting 


“Quaker  Witness,”  published  in  Fairfield, 
Vermont,  devotes  two  pages  of  the  Winter,  1978, 
issue  to  the  subject  of  membership  and  what  it 
could  mean.  William  F.  Rushby  proposes  the  con- 
cept of  membership  as  a covenant.  Serious  mem- 
bership should  be  based  on  mutual  commitment  as 
a community  of  faith  and  faithfulness:  to  establish 
identity;  to  insure  accountability;  and  to  provide 
mutual  aid  and  support. 


call?  What  is  going  on  that  many  of  us  who  went 
to  Wichita  or  to  New  Call  to  Peace  Making  are  dis- 
covering greater  bonds  with  the  other  branch  of 
Friends  than  we  had  anticipated?  If  our  historical 
roots  are  in  Fox  and  these  are  some  of  his  words  . . . 
Friend,  what  do  they  say  to  thee? 

Colleen  Wells 
La  Jolla  Meeting 


NEWS  OF  THE  MEETINGS 

Davis  Meeting  approved  a draft  of  a letter  to 
University  of  California  regents  in  protest  over  the 
use  of  the  Lawrence  Laboratory  facilities  for  nucle- 
ar weapons  research.  Instead,  reconversion  of  the 
laboratories  for  non-polluting  energy  research  and 
other  constructive  activity  was  urged. 

University  Meeting  sponsored  a series  of  gather- 
ings May  5 to  7 that  featured  Gene  Sharp,  author 
of  the  three-volume  work,  “The  Politics  of  Non- 
Violent  Action.”  Gene  Sharp  was  imprisoned  as  a 
conscientious  objector  during  the  Korean  war.  He 
became  personal  secretary  to  A.J.  Muste  in  1954, 
and  from  1955  to  1958  was  the  assistant  editor  of 
Peace  News  in  London. 

Berkeley  Meeting  sponsored  a trip  to  the  Middle 
East  early  this  year  by  one  of  its  members,  Connie 
Jolly,  so  that  she  could  take  part  in  a visitation  or- 
ganized by  the  Women’s  International  League  for 
Peace  and  Freedom.  The  purposes  of  the  trip  were: 
to  assess  prospects  for  a just  and  lasting  peace;  to 
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Friends  might  be  interested  in  the  kind  of  houses 
we  plan  to  build.  Since  they  are  to  demonstrate  to 
the  villagers  what  they  themselves  can  do,  they 
must  show  a range  of  styles  and  cost.  They  must 
also  be  comfortable  and  nice  looking  (in  contrast 
to  housing  developments.)  The  simplest  (costing 
around  $100)  would  be  built  in  the  style  of  the 
normal  village  hut  but  with  better  foundation  and 
bracing.  Next  might  be  a cyclone  shelter  of  con- 
crete built  as  one  room  of  the  regular  thatched 
house.  Another  might  be  a core  containing  the 
central  facilities  — cooking,  storage,  sanitary,  etc. 

— with  thatched  rooms  added  to  suit.  Another 
should  be  a complete  house  of  brick  and  mortar 
costing  perhaps  $500  — more  than  most  villagers 
could  afford.  Finally,  there  should  be  a wind  lift  — 
a built-up  bank  of  earth  — to  direct  the  storm  winds 
upward  protecting  the  houses  behind  it.  In  all  we 
would  like  to  build  eight  or  ten  houses  depending 
on  the  funds  available.  We  now  have  committed 
funds  for  about  five. 

If  the  land  aquisition  and  such  formalities  go  as 
planned,  construction  should  start  in  mid-May. 

This  is  a good  time  because  students  are  on  vacation 
and  would  help.  We  are  sorry  to  miss  the  rest  of 
the  project,  but  we  must  leave  India  on  May  7 for 
a week  of  lectures  in  Algiers. 

Much  love  to  all, 
Leonard  and  Martha  Dart 
PYM  Friends  in  the  Orient 
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determine  how  American  women  could  work  most 
effectively  in  promoting  peace;  to  demonstrate 
support  of  Middle  Eastern  women  in  their  struggles; 
and  to  learn  more  about  the  civil  and  human  rights 
of  minorities  — Jews  in  Arab  countries,  Arabs  in 
Israel.  The  visitors  were  cordially  received  and 
came  away  with  deepened  understanding  of  the 
monumental  problems  facing  these  people. 
Berkeley’s  May  Newsletter  has  a two-page  report 
by  Connie  on  her  experiences. 

Vital  Statistics 
Marriages 

The  La  Jolla  Meeting  has  scheduled  the  wedding 
of  Carol  Tozer  and  Bill  Brady  at  the  Meeting  House 
June  3.  This  was  erroneously  reported  in  the  May 
Bulletin  as  San  Diego. 

University  Meeting  has  scheduled  the  wedding  of 
Hal  Schiffman  and  Marilyn  Horn  berg  for  June  10. 

Deaths 

Harriet  Rietveld,  Claremont  Meeting,  died  March 
27.  A memorial  service  was  held  May  6. 

Albuquerque  Meeting  recorded  at  the  March 
Meeting  for  Business  a Minute  concerning  Rachel 
Nason  Zimmerman,  who  died  December  17,  1977. 

A memorial  service  was  held  at  the  Meeting  House 
Dec.  18. 


Letter 

A Shine  Outside 

Dear  Robert  Schutz, 

Your  letter  has  been  on  my  desk  for  some  days. 

I have  wondered  how  I could  respond  to  the  ques- 
tions you  raise. 

I do  know  that  the  Friends  Meeting  means  a 
great  deal  to  me.  Quaker  belief  satisfies  me  intel- 
lectually, 1 like  its  freedom.  It  appeals  to  my  feel- 
ing ot  “oughtness"  spiritually,  I like  its  demanding 
call  lor  wholeness  — wholeness  of  being  and  whole- 
ness in  commitment.  It  offers  limitless  possibilities 
for  growth  and  transformation.  When  we  open  our- 
selves to  the  winds  of  the  Spirit  and  “allow  the 
Spirit  to  move  within  and  among  us"  I am  confi- 
dent that  we  will  hear  the  Voice  and  recapture  the 
fervor  and  joy  of  one  who  first  finds  the  One  he/ 
she  seeks.  We  will  have  the  communion  with  the 
inner  Spirit  which  gives  the  whole  earth  “a  new 
smell."  When  there  is  this  living  glow  of  Divine 
life  inside  there  is  a shine  outside.  It  is  then  that 
our  lives  “speak"  and  with  no  conscious  effort  on 
our  part. 

Margaret  T.  Simkin 
Claremont  Meeting 
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Young  Adult  Friends  Conference 

Many  Friends  are  now  realizing  a need  for  more 
worship  and  fellowship  among  the  diverse  branches 
of  the  Society  of  Friends.  Some  of  us  of  college 
age  or  slightly  older  have  been  looking  for  ways  to 
facilitate  this  exchange.  The  Conference  of  Friends 
of  the  Americas  held  in  Witchita  last  summer  was 
one  very  valuable  way.  Prior  to  that  conference 
several  of  us  were  exchanging  ideas  about  a gather- 
ing of  young  adult  Friends  which  would  have  uni- 
form and  broad  representation  from  all  Friends  in 
North  America.  At  Wichita  we  took  the  opportun- 
ity to  meet  as  a somewhat  larger  Young  Adult  In- 
terest Group  to  focus  on  this  idea.  A planning  com- 
mittee was  formed,  and  we  decided  to  piggy-back 
a gathering  on  the  Friends  United  Meeting  triennial 
sessions  in  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  sixth  month  30  to 
seventh  month  6,  1978.  The  FUM  program  com- 
mittee approves  and  supports  this  gathering. 

It  should  be  an  exciting  time  in  which  to  meet 
new  people  and  learn  about  other  perspectives  of 
our  faith.  We  hope  to  see  you  there. 

For  more  information,  or  to  register,  write  to: 
Young  Adult  Friends  Conference 
David  Wolfe 
Box  E-36 

Richmond,  Ind.  47374 


Friends  General  Conference  reports  the  1977 
figures  for  Friends'  membership,  worldwide,  as 
totalling  just  under  196,000.  Of  these,  119,719 
are  in  North  America  (United  States,  1 18,489); 
Africa  is  next  highest,  with  34,000  in  Kenya; 
Europe  has  23,000,  with  20,063  in  Great  Britain. 


